Appendix table 3-1. Science and engineering graduate students, by field: 1980-97

Field 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
Science and engineering, total... .. | 325,649 | 332,041 | 338,916 | 347,017 | 349,698 | 358,059 | 368,104 | 373,341 | 375,277 | 382,747 | 397,135 | 412,697 | 430,644 | 435,886 | 431,251 | 422,525 | 415,363 | 407,644
Physical sciences... .. .. .. .. ...| 26,934 | 27,357 | 28,186 | 29,453 | 30,056 | 30,981 | 32,246 | 32,727 | 32,962 | 33,616 | 34,075| 34,710 | 35348 | 35318 | 34,449 33,417 32,355| 31,108
ASErONOMY.. v v e o o 628 597 632 618 639 671 689 719 731 789 810 829 869 880 973 912 874 778
Chemistry... .. . v 16,221 16,348 17,015| 17,802 | 17,755| 18,305| 18,744 | 18,827 | 18579 | 18,828 | 19,118 19,407 | 19,929 | 20,131 | 19,797 | 19,594 | 19,358 | 18,794
Physics.. v v v f 9,898 | 10,141 10,300 | 10,806 | 11,331 11,672 | 12,437 | 12,807 | 13,308 | 13,657 | 13,813 | 14,081 | 14,122 | 13,841 | 13,162 | 12/425| 11,728 | 11,147
Other physical sciences.. .. . 187 271 239 227 331 333 376 374 344 342 334 393 428 466 517 486 395 389
Earth, atmospheric, and
ocean sciences.. .. .. .. .. .| 14,051 14,266 | 15,020 | 15453 | 15505| 15420 | 15066 | 14,371 | 13,867 | 13,643 | 13,984 | 14,480 | 15347 | 15805| 16,042 | 15805| 15,280 | 14,644
Mathematics and statistics... .. .| 15,311 | 15,881 | 17,157 | 17,358 | 17,443 | 17,563 | 17,949 | 18508 | 19,077 | 19,247 | 19,774| 19,952 | 20,355| 20,000 | 19,579 18509 ( 18,015| 16,759
Computer science... .. .. .. .. .. | 13,578 | 16,437 | 19,812 | 23,333 | 25526 | 29,769 | 31,349 | 32,051 | 32,227 | 32,482 | 34,257 | 34,610 36,293 | 36,189 | 34,128 | 33,432 | 34,592 | 36,010
Agricultural sciences... ... .. .. .. | 12,452 | 12,355| 12,583 | 12,429 | 12,226 | 11,561 | 11,458 | 11,118 | 11,135| 11,190 | 11,316 11,506 | 11,827 | 11,914 | 12,199 | 12,367 | 11,914| 11,810
Biological sciences.. .. .. .. .. .| 47,596 | 46,639 | 45970 | 45644 | 45,763 | 46,112 | 46,764 | 46,747 | 47565| 48,852 | 49,989 | 51,778 | 54,177 | 56,452 | 58,143 | 58,706 | 58,128 | 57,135
Psychology... .. . w w v v .| 40,610 | 40,666 | 40,073 | 40,905 40,931 | 40,721 | 41241 | 42,612 | 43963 | 45528 | 48,167 | 51,343 | 53,484 | 54,557 | 54,554 | 53,641 53,209 | 53142
Social sciences.. .. .. . .. .....] 80,805| 78,885| 76,428 | 71,323 | 69,536 | 69,941 | 70,157 | 71,254 | 71,652 | 74,146 | 77,948 | 80,742 | 85,778 | 88,793 | 89,134 | 89,449 | 88,647 | 86,028
Economics... .. .« v w o .o | 15401| 15507 | 15896 | 15,224 | 14,786 | 14,698 | 14,351 | 14,201 | 14,295| 14,415| 14599 | 15,071 | 15,774| 15629 | 15202 | 15011 | 14,197 | 13,112
Political science and
public administration... .. .| 30,375 | 30,026 | 29,232 | 27,417 | 25570 | 26,621 | 27,091| 27,429 | 27,723| 29,194 | 30582 | 31,707 | 33,797 | 35076 | 34,317 | 34,298 | 33252 | 32,039
Sociology... w v v v ] 9,228 8,947 8,412 8,149 7,836 7,620 7,553 7,968 8,077 8,393 8,965 9,292 9,990 | 10,360 | 10,485| 10,505 18,150 | 18,198
Anthropology... .. . v v o 6,322 6,118 5,948 5,644 5,590 5,631 5,805 5,835 5,945 6,128 6,479 6,731 7,123 7,361 7,665 7,693 7,773 7,558
Linguistics... .. . w v v v | 3,007 3,139 2,803 3,022 3,160 3,055 3,109 3,282 3,243 3,286 3,404 3,425 3,277 3,321 3,279 3,194 3,156 3,008
Other social sciences... .. .. | 16,472 | 15148 | 14,137 | 11,867 | 12,594 | 12,316 | 12,248 12,539 12,369 | 12,730 | 13,919 | 14516 | 15817 | 17,046 | 18,186 | 18,748 | 32,715 33444
Engineering... .. « w o wwow| 74,312 79,555 | 83,687 | 91,119 92,712 | 95991 | 101,874 | 103,953 | 102,829 | 104,043 | 107,625 | 113,576 | 118,035 | 116,858 | 113,023 | 107,199 | 103,223 | 101,008
Aerospace engineering... .. .] 1,737 1,883 1,941 2,305 2,340 2,538 2,804 3,015 3,223 3,524 3,934 4,120 4,036 3,940 3,715 3,343 3,208 3,083
Chemical engineering... ... .. 6,015 6,496 7,189 7,563 7,373 7,150 7,012 7,111 6,618 6,460 6,735 7,127 7,397 7,516 7,608 7,424 7,373 7,247
Civil engineering... .. .. .. .. .| 13,097 | 14,089 14,122 | 14910| 15192 | 14,902 | 14976 | 14,682 | 14,811| 14909 | 15542 17,398 | 19,572 | 19,583 | 19,925| 19,218 | 18528 17,033
Electrical engineering... .. .. | 19,132 | 20,113 | 21,927 | 25,295| 26,388 | 28,203 | 29,969 | 31,399 | 32,035| 33,257 | 33,722 35182 36,460 | 35314 | 33,050 | 30,747 | 29,736 | 30,617
Mechanical engineering... .. | 9,888 | 10,618 | 11,467 | 12911 | 13855| 14,157 | 15,713 | 16,366 | 16,151 | 16,265| 16,879 | 17,730 | 18,637 | 18477 | 17,761 16,363 | 15509 | 15,044
Materials engineering.. .. .. | 2,910 3,125 3,124 3,447 3,657 3,943 4,208 4,366 4,337 4,594 4,941 5,160 5,512 5,363 5,191 4,920 4,713 4,649
Industrial engineering.. .. .. | 9,698 9,737 9,577 9,247 9,282 10,499 | 11529 | 12,220 11,393 | 11,094 | 11,248 12,676 | 13525 13,596 | 13,661 | 13,143 | 12,399 11,725
Other engineering... .. .. .. .| 11,835| 13,494 | 14,340 | 15441 | 14,625| 14599 | 15663 | 14,794 | 14,261 | 13940 | 14,624 | 14,183 | 12,896 | 13,069 | 12,112 | 12,041 | 11,757 11,610

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering.
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